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2. S The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-17 and 19-33 . 

3. 13 The drawings filed on 25 July 2003 are accepted by the Examiner. 

4. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
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Examiner's Amendment 



1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

2. On line 17 of Claim 1 , the phrase "the gasket" has been deleted and replaced 
with the phrase "of the gasket". 

3. On line 2 of Claim 19, the phrase "a inner wall" has been deleted and replaced 
with the phrase "an inner wall". 

4. An amendment was received from the applicant on July 26, 2004. 

5. Claim 18 has been canceled. 

Reasons for Allowance 

6. Claims 1-17 and 19-33 are allowed. 

7. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance. The access 
opening seal for an access opening as claimed is not shown or suggested in the prior 
art because of the use of an access opening seal in combination with a structure having 
an inner wall and an outer wall, and an access opening having an exposed edge and a 
lip, said access opening seal being comprised of an annular gasket that is configured to 
conform to the shape of said access opening, said annular gasket having a top portion 
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and a side portion, and being configured to form a watertight seal when a storage 
compartment having a flange is disposed in said access opening with said flange 
resting on said gasket, so that when said access opening seal is affixed to said access 
opening, said top portion of said annular gasket is positioned around and attached to 
said lip of said access opening, with an interior surface of said top portion abutting said 
outer wall of said structure, and said side portion positioned along and covering said 
exposed edge of said access opening. 

8. The prior art as disclosed by Bartels (US 4,31 1 ,31 7) shows the use of an access 
opening seal that is comprised of an annular gasket with an L-shaped cross-section that 
is configured to conform to the shape of an access opening, where said gasket has a 
top portion, an arced side portion, an exterior surface and an interior surface. Burian 
et al. (US 5,678,827) discloses an annular gasket for an access opening, where said 
gasket has a J-shaped cross-section, a top portion, a bottom portion, and a side portion 
that connects said top portion with said bottom portion, as well as an attachment means 
in the form of a mechanical fastener or an adhesive. Yamada et al. (US 6,276,290) 
discloses a jet propelled watercraft that is comprised of a hull, a top deck, an engine 
compartment, a steerable water discharge nozzle, a raised straddle seat, at least one 
access opening with a lip and an exposed edge, an access opening cover, and an 
access opening seal that is affixed to said access opening, and is in the form of an 
annular gasket. Jones (US 5,256,092) discloses a sealing gasket for a watercraft 
access opening, where said gasket has a top portion that is connected to a bottom 
portion by an arced side portion to form a U-shaped cross-section, and said gasket is 
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attachable to a lip of an access opening. Kato et al. (US 5,135,239) discloses a seal 
member with a top portion that is connected to an arced side portion and a bottom 
portion, and an attachment means in the form of a mechanical fastener. And newly 
cited reference by Nagata et al. (US 6,722,301) discloses an article storage structure for 
a personal watercraft, said structure including an access opening lid and a seal 
member. However, none of the prior art cited shows or suggests the use of an access 
opening seal in combination with a structure having an inner wall and an outer wall, and 
an access opening having an exposed edge and a lip, said access opening seal being 
comprised of an annular gasket that is configured to conform to the shape of said 
access opening, said annular gasket having a top portion and a side portion, and being 
configured to form a watertight seal when a storage compartment having a flange is 
disposed in said access opening with said flange resting on said gasket, so that when 
said access opening seal is affixed to said access opening, said top portion of said 
annular gasket is positioned around and attached to said lip of said access opening, 
with an interior surface of said top portion abutting said outer wall of said structure, and 
said side portion positioned along and covering said exposed edge of said access 
opening. 

Conclusion 

9. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication from the examiner should be directed 
to Exr. Lars Olson whose telephone number is (703) 308-9807. 
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PATENT EXAMINED 




